Comrades

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to Congress House.

SERTUC, the TUC in London, the South East and the Eastern Region – is delighted to sponsor this conference – along with some of our major trade unions like the T&G, Amicus and the GMB.

SERTUC covers three government regions – one third of the TUC’s members – over 2 million trade unionists – live within our borders.

But SERTUC, like the TUC, doesn’t confine its work within our borders. Solidarity and internationalism are key to our future.

Those of you who were able to attend this year’s TUC Congress will have discussed solidarity with workers and peoples in Cuba, Palestine and Venezuela, as well as the associated issues of international development, migrant workers, and globalisation.

And this year SERTUC has established a new regional sub group – our International Affairs Committee – to take forward and give focus to the Region’s international work.

It’s a propitious date for a conference – Fidel Castro’s 80th birthday and the eve of the presidential election in Venezuela. Earlier this year I was privileged to meet President Chavez when he visited Congress House and to hear the thoughtful and progressive developments he is pushing forward in Venezuela – and I look forward to the decision of the Venezuelan people this week.

But all this takes place in the context of a falling US dollar bringing fears amongst the capitalist classes, and the continuing squander of millions of dollars and hundreds of thousands of lives in the Middle East. We can only hope that the change in the American parliamentary structures, along with international campaigning, will drag back the threat that poses for us all.

However, I know that all these issues will be part of your discussions today so I will leave you to them.

On behalf of my Executive Committee and Regional Council, I wish you a successful, productive, and, of course, enjoyable day.

Comrades – we know another world is possible! And we pledge to continue to fight to win it!

