Keith Sonnett, UNISON Deputy General Secretary, Closing Remarks, Plenary 3

It was sad that we have had just one day. But that’s the conference we organised. We set out with certain objectives. First of all to bring ourselves together, to try and share our experiences and thoughts about Cuba and Latin America; a vital opportunity to talk to our comrades from Cuba, to try and share ideas about how we can provide practical support to workers in Cuba and also Latin America more generally.

I think it has been a very successful conference. One of the things that I’d like to highlight in the discussions we have had, and the speeches in the plenary sessions, has been the recognition that over the last few years, we have seen in many countries in Latin America, people begin to take control of their own destinies by electing progressive and independent governments and rejecting the neo-liberal policies that left millions disenfranchised in poverty. At the same time, countries such as Venezuela and Cuba are becoming the focus of those, mainly in the United States, who see interference and aggression as the way to solve differences between nations. 

As has already been said, governments have voted consistently in the UN Assembly against the US blockade of Cuba. All those countries have voted against the blockade and yet the blockade continues. I hope that we can all agree that together we can work to make a difference in our respective countries, to apply pressure wherever we can, to turn that historic UN vote into reality. We should turn our attention to in Europe building a trade union coalition to defend the Cuban people against US aggression, to provide practical support and assistance, and to encourage our own governments and the European Union to engage constructively with Cuba, and to improve and develop diplomatic, economic and social links. We have got to turn the very good words that have been said today in support of Cuba into practical, strong action in our own countries and our own trade unions.

What I would like to do, is thank you all for coming, thank you all very much for attending the conference and participating in the workshops. I would like to thank the staff of City Hall for making the facilities available, and I would like to thank the translators.

