Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, Speech, Lunchtime

Myself, the Cuban Ambassador and Pedro Ross met briefly a few moments ago, and I was explaining to Pedro that if I am lucky enough to be re-elected in 2008, one of the main features of my third term would be a major celebration of the Cuban Revolution on its fiftieth anniversary. To use that occasion to get across to many Londoners, the significance of what that revolution meant to people across the Third World, and of course the long struggle they have had to survive against unrelenting pressure from I think now 10 American presidents.

This Conference is particularly timely because of the changes sweeping across Latin America, including the changes of President Chavez in Venezuela over the last few years, whilst we have seen the attempted coup, and the constant intervention in the affairs of Venezuela by the US government. It is particularly important that we explain to people in Britain what is going on. President Chavez is taking control of Venezuela’s oil, and using it for the ordinary people of Venezuela, has established a precedent for the right of the people of the Third World to control their own natural resources. It is quite interesting I think that whilst America has been trying to tighten its grip on the oil of the Middle East, it has lost its grip on the oil of Venezuela.

I am particularly delighted that President Chavez has used Venezuela’s oil to sustain the Cuban Revolution and that tens of millions of Venezuelans who have never seen a doctor in their lives, are now benefiting from the treatment of thousands of Cuban doctors who have gone to Venezuela, to bring treatment for the first time. That is the best act of the Cuban government since they sent troops to Angola to defeat the racist armies of South Africa.

I intend in what remains of this mayoral term to build on our links with Latin America. I am hoping to visit Cuba myself later this year, which is never a hardship, and we will exchange information with the Cuban government about their attempts to go to a more energy efficient economy. Also, the Mayor of Caracas is coming to London this July to unleash a programme of cultural events for Londoners.

At the moment, the sheer vulgar crudity and blatant rapaciousness of the regime in Washington is clear to the whole world. It behaves like a gangster regimes, practising torture around the world, invading other nations in order to control their minerals and oil reserves. But we always need to be aware that in 2008, when the Bush presidency comes to an end, American imperialism may elect a more charming and less obvious face. So let us strengthen our links now, whilst it is clear the very nature of the enemy we are fighting.

I close with one final point. In the discussions I had just now with the Ambassador and Pedro Ross, we discussed the role of China’s emerging economy in creating a new world order. We know that in real terms China is the second largest economy in the world. It has used that economic growth to lift two hundred million people out of poverty, and as China’s economy grows stringer, there is a chance to construct new alliances internationally so that we can actually see people across the world lifted out of poverty in their hundreds of millions.

